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friars and with Archbishop Serrano, who himself was to make the 
first downright test of the friars' claim to absolute independence of 
action in spiritual matters. 

Volume XX, in two-thirds of its documents, deals in one way or 
another with these same controversies. As between Fajardo and the 
friars, it was a dispute over the friars' tendency to intervene in secular 
matters or to assume powers which would in some degree nullify sec- 
ular authority. As between the archbishop and the religious orders, 
it was the first test of the claim of the latter to exemption from the 
jurisdiction of the ordinary. This is but lightly touched upon in volume 
XX, for it came to a head as the period covered by this volume closed, 
and is ventilated in a succeeding volume. But the royal decree of 1622, 
herein reproduced, inferentially gave the archbishop authority to assume 
a more vigorous attitude in maintaining his prerogative than he did in 
fact assume. When he yielded, if only for a reference to Spain of the 
matters in controversy, there was virtually lost for all the future years 
of Spanish rule in the Philippines the right of the ordinary to control 
the appointments to benefices, though the right of episcopal visitation 
of the parishes, not sufficiently asserted under Serrano, and thereby 
postponed for over a century and a half, was afterward to be established 
toward the end of the eighteenth century. 

Incidentally, Serrano's memorial of 1622 contains considerable val- 
uable information regarding the state of Philippine missions at that 
time. The contests between the discalced members of the Franciscans 
and the less rigid " Observants " of the same order is also somewhat 
ventilated. More Jesuit letters and accounts of the tragic events con- 
nected with Fajardo's slaying of his faithless wife make up this volume, 
with some documents of value regarding the Spanish expeditions of 1624 
into the country of the Igorrotes in Benguet. As was so generally the 
case in later years, they only touched the borders of the head-hunters' 
country, bringing back exaggerated reports of the difficulties of the 
undertaking, of the savagery of the people, and of the mineral pros- 
pects — the latter report, in this case, being pessimistic. 

James A. Le Roy. 

Select Statutes, Cases, and Documents to Illustrate English Consti- 
tutional History, 1660-1832, ivith a Supplement from 1833-1894. 
Edited by C. Grant Robertson, M.A. (London: Methuen and 
Company. 1904. Pp. xviii, 452.) 

Although of late many compendious collections of documents and 
source-books illustrative of English history have appeared, there is still 
need for fuller volumes on particular periods left untouched by the 
admirable works of Stubbs, Prothero, and Gardiner. In the present 
volume Mr. Robertson has given us forty-eight statutes or selections 
of statutes, thirty-two extracts from leading cases, and a group of four 
appendixes, dealing respectively with impeachments, taxation and sup- 
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ply, the Exclusion Bill, and, in the form of summaries, with important 
legislative enactments from 1832 to 1894. As to proportions, the collec- 
tion is fullest for the period from 1660 to 1720, a division justified by 
the editor on the ground that the subsequent years of the eighteenth cen- 
tury were less fruitful in epoch-making legislation than the previous 
period, and that the mass of enactments beginning ten years before the 
Reform Bill and continuing for fifty years after lies outside the scope 
of his undertaking. 

A number of good things can be said for the book. In the first 
place, one should be grateful to have so much new and valuable material 
presented in accessible form. Moreover, the selections appear to have 
been accurately reproduced, and no liberties have been taken, except to 
modernize spelling, to punctuate here and there, and to cut out cum- 
bersome and confusing verbiage and repetition. Careful notes indicate 
when statutes have been repealed, though the system employed does 
not always make clear just what portions, and the note (p. 127) " vir- 
tually repealed " conveys nothing at all. Likewise the references to 
secondary authorities, though a bit scanty in places, are a satisfactory 
feature. 

Nevertheless, on the whole, the book is somewhat of a disappoint- 
ment. It is spread out too thin to suit the needs of intensive work. Had 
it stopped, for instance, at 1714, there would have been room to include 
selections from royal speeches and proclamations, portions of the trials 
of those accused of participation in the Popish and Rye House plots — 
so typical of seventeenth-century justice or injustice — and other con- 
temporary matter essential to a clear understanding of the times of the 
later Stuarts. Moreover, various instances of carelessness and inac- 
curacy have to be noted. To begin with, the value of the bibliography 
and of many of the page references is much lessened by the failure to 
give the date and place of publication of the editions cited; certainly 
there can be no point in referring one to " Blackstonc, Commentaries, 
I, 414" (p. 354). Furthermore, there are many erroneous citations: 
" 52 Geo. IV." should be " 52 Geo. Ill " (p. 33) ; Gardiner's Documents, 
258, should be Prothero's Statutes, 258 (p. 39) ; in the reference to 
the Habeas Corpus Act (p. 54), Hallam, II, xii should be III. xiii, 
at least in the best-known English editions; the Declaration of Indul- 
gence of Charles of 1672/3 (p. 42) is undated, and no evidence is given 
as to whence it was taken, though a reference at the end of the follow- 
ing document might imply that it came from the Commons Journals. 
As a matter of fact it is not to be found there and is probably extracted 
from Cobbett's Parliamentary History, IV, 515. " C. J. IX. 5 " should 
be X. 5, and " C. J, IX. 7, 8 " should be X. 7, 8 (pp. 56, 57). 

Thus far evidences of carelessness only have been noted; but other 
examples seem to indicate that the editor's knowledge of the general 
history of at least part of his period is somewhat faulty. In the explan- 
atory note to the celebrated case of Godden vs. Hales (p. 245) the 
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defendant is described as lieutenant of the tower, whereas he was 
proceeded against in the spring of 1686 for holding a commission as 
colonel in the army, and was not made lieutenant of the tower till the 
spring of 1687, fully a year after this event. Still less excusable is Mr. 
Robertson's conjecture in his note upon the Exclusion Bill (p. 424), 
where he tells us that his text is made from a document found among 
the papers of the House of Lords and printed in the Historical Manu- 
scripts Commission Report, XI, appendix, part 11, 283, pp. 195-197. He 
points out that it differs throughout from the version printed in Adams 
and Stephens's Documents (taken from Cobbett, Parliamentary History, 
IV, 1 136), and that it is probably the original text. He omits to con- 
sider that the bill in Cobbett is dated May 15, 1679, while that in the 
Historical Manuscripts Commission Report is dated November 15, 1680, 
which indicates that the former is the text of the bill introduced in the 
spring of 1679 and blocked by the prorogation and subsequent disso- 
lution of Parliament, while the latter is the bill which passed the Com- 
mons in the autumn of 1680 and was defeated in the Lords. The 
external features of the book are most attractive. 

Arthur Lyon Cross. 

Coleccion de Libros y Documentos referentes a la Historia de 
America. Volumes I, II and III. (Madrid: Victoriano Suarez. 
1904. Pp. xv, 420 ; lxxiii, 479 ; 517.) 

This collection has but recently been undertaken, and three volumes 
have appeared. Volume I is entitled Relacion de las Misiones de la 
Compania de Jesiis en el Pais de los Maynas, and its author is Francisco 
de Figueroa, S. J., a Spanish-American who suffered martyrdom in the 
Maynas country in i666 ; His relation or report was written in 1661, by 
order of his provincial, he having been fitted for that task by his exten- 
sive labors among the Indians in the Maynas country — the district about 
the head waters of the Amazon. The book is a typical Jesuit relation, 
in part a series of reports and letters edited by Figueroa. It shows 
much keen observation of Indian life and manners, and describes some 
of their superstitions and rites. It is happily written and makes enjoy- 
able reading. Three appendixes relating to the missions of the Maynas 
country in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries supply later de- 
sirable information. Volumes II and III are the first two instalments 
of Pedro Gutierrez de Santa Clara's Quinquenarios or Historia de las 
guerras civiles del Peru (1 544-1 548) y de otros sucesos de las Indias, 
and this work will be completed in three more volumes. Santa Clara 
was a Spanish-Indian mestizo, probably illegitimate, a part of the scenes 
that he describes so vividly, and one feels glad to know that he was 
not of the priestly class. These two volumes detail very minutely the 
first revolt against Spanish authority in the New World, and many 
delightful pages are given us of plots and counter-plots between the 
Spanish viceroy, Blasco Nunez Vela, and Gon<;alo Pizarro, who led the 



